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Birstall Parish Council .x }

Minutes of the Estates and Recreation Committee
Held in the Village Hall on Monday, 25 November 2024.

PRESENT: Councillors: T Fowler (Chair), J Cassidy, K Haywood, R Thornton, C Vincent, and R Vincent.

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs S Coulson (Clerk), Mrs W Cotter-Jacobs (Deputy Clerk) and Mr A Garland (Estates Team
Manager) and two members of the public.

4235

4236

4237

4238

4239

4240

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION: Members of the public may ask questions, make representations, answer
questions, and give evidence in respect of the business on the agenda. Up to 10 minutes will be set aside for

this purpose. No members of the public were present.

A member of the public spoke in support of a request at agenda item 8(a).

1 - APOLOGIES: To receive, consider and accept apologies for absence:

Clir P Barnsby (personal reasons)

Clir A Khayer (personal reasons)

Clir J Palmer (personal reasons)

RESOLVED: that the apologies be received and accepted.

2 - CO-OPTION:

a) To consider co-opting Clir Robert Payne onto the Committee:

RESOLVED: to co-opt Clir Robert Payne onto the Committee.

3 — TO RECEIVE DISCLOSURES OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND OTHER REGISTRABLE AND NON-
REGISTRABLE INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS: For information, disclosable
pecuniary interests and registrable interests relate to entries that are included, or should be included, on a
Councillor's register of interest. Non-registrable interests relate to any other matters. It is the responsibility of
Councillors to maintain their Register of Members Interests and report any changes to the Monitoring Officer
at Charnwood Borough Council.

No disclosures were made.
4 - MINUTES:

a) To sign as an accurate record the Minutes of the meeting held on 28 October 2024:

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 28 October 2024 be accepted with amendments and
were signed as a correct record.

5- FINANCE & ACCOUNTS:

a) To receive, approve and authorise expenditure of £16.497.97 net for October 2024:

RESOLVED: to receive, approve and authorise the schedule of expenditure for October 2024.
6 — REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE:
a) To receive two guotes for lamp post hanging baskets:

i) Quote A -£1,700 + VAT
ii) Quote B — £1,898 + VAT

RESOLVED: To accept Quote A from Plantscape and authorise the expenditure of £1,700.

b) Hallam Fields Hall — To receive, consider and approve an annual service check for under floor heating - £175:

The Clerk explained that problems occurred each year when the central heating was commissioned in the
Autumn with it not heating all areas. Other companies have been called out to quote and have informed us that
it is outside of their expertise. The quote supplied to the Committee is from the installers of the underfloor
heating system, Thermo-floor who recommend that an annual service would solve any issues when switching
on the boiler in the Autumn.
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Councillors raised questions for the Clerk to forward to the contractor and bring the answers back to a future
meeting.

RESOLVED: To accept the quote and authorise the expenditure of £175 for the annual service and bring back
information to a future meeting.

4241 7 —ALLOTMENTS:
a) To receive the Allotment Tenants Satisfaction Survey results for 2023/2024:
Councillors discussed the results and asked for information to be brought back to a future meeting on how to
address:
- Q4 - Management of overgrown / vacant plots, and
- Q5 - Satisfaction with how queries/complaints are dealt with by the Council / Council Staff
RESOLVED: That the information be received and for the results to be published on the Council's website and
information to address Q4 and Q5 to be brought back to a future meeting.
b) To note the completion of the palisade fencing to the boundary of Worcester Avenue allotment site:
RESOLVED: That the information be noted.
4242 8- HALL HIRE:
a) Village Hall — To receive a reguest from a new hirer for an extension to the locking time of 9pm to 10pm:
Councillors received information that the hirer is known to the office staff and that in the past the keys were
signed out on the day by the hirer and returned immediately after the hire period.
RESOLVED: To approve the request and permit the hirer to sign out the keys on the day and return them
immediately after the hire period.
4243 9-HEALTH & SAFETY:
a) To receive a Fire Risk Assessment Action Plan:
RESOLVED: That the Fire Risk Assessment Action Plan be received and a hard copy of the Fire Risk
Assessments to be placed in the buildings.
b) To receive quotes to install a Fire Alarm System in the Robert Dickinson Building:
i) Quote 1 -£2,898.00 + VAT with 2 x annual maintenance inspections - £160 per annum
ii) Quote 2 - £3,519.51 + VAT with 2 x annual maintenance inspections - £340 per annum
A Councillor requested that the contractor is asked to install smoke detectors in the toilets.
RESOLVED: To approve of Quote 1 — ADT Fire and Security PLC and authorise the expenditure of £2,898.00
and for the Clerk to progress the work.
4244 10 - ESTATES TEAM MANAGERS REPORT:
a) Tree Report and Policy:
The Estates Team Manager delivered his proposed revision of the current Tree policy.
RESOLVED: To accept the policy and recommend it to the next Management & Policy Committee meeting.
4245 11 - DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday, 27 January 2025 at 7:00pm
The meeting closed at 8:10pm.
Chairman: Date:
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4C

The central heating and hot water boiler in the Robert Dickinson building has unrepairable faults. This boiler is over
16 years old and requires replacing. To keep repairing is not a safe or financially viable option.

Robert Dickinson Building Central Heating Boiler Replacement: - £2,465.00
Estates & Recreation Committee Meeting — 27 January 2025.

The plumbers have managed to get it working but it requires pressuring each day by a member of staff to get any
hot water or heating.

The Council’s preferred contractors/plumbers have not charged for a call out of for some remedial works to get the
heating and hot water system working. They have quoted a price of £2,465.00 + VAT to replace the boiler (with a
10-year guarantee) including all labour {copy attached).

The Clerk considered this to be an urgent job and authorised the expenditure in line with section 4. of the Council’s
Financial Regulations (see below).

The Clerk reported this to the Chair of the Estates & Recreation Committee on 25 November 2024.

Total £2,465.00 + VAT

Financial Regulations:
4. BUDGETARY CONTROL AND AUTHORITY TO SPEND

41 Expenditure on revenue items may be authorised up to the amounts included for that class of expenditure in the
approved budget. This authority is to be determined by:

. the council for all items over £30,000;
* a duly delegated committee of the council for items over £5,000 up to £30,000 or

] the Clerk, in conjunction with Chairman of the Council or Chairman of the appropriate
committee, for any items below £5,000;

Such authority is to be evidenced by a minute or by an authorisation slip duly signed by the Clerk, and where
necessary also by the appropriate Chairman.

Signed: % Signed:

Sue Coulson — Clerk / RFO Clir T Fowler — Chair of Estates & Recreation Committee

Date: 257 Il 7 22=Y%
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